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SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


A Tradition of Service 


DATE: September 11, 2008 
OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE FILE NO. SH2182232 
ERIC B. SMITH, COMMANDER TO: KARYN MANNIS, CAPTAIN 
LEADERSHIP AND TRAINING DIVISION INTERNAL AFFAIRS BUREAU 


EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE DISPOSITION: 
SERGEANT BRADD MOLNER 
TRAFFIC SERVICES DETAIL (RISK MANAGEMENT BUREAU) 


On Thursday, October 19, 2006 at approximately 2050 hours, Deputies Moliner and 
Valencia (then assigned to Compton Station) were working a Traffic Services Detail 
DUI Task Force operation overtime assignment at Norwalk Station. At approximately 
2050 hours, they noticed three males exit Ramona Park. Both deputies were aware 
of gang activity in the area and a prior car-jacking that night. 


The deputies stopped their patrol car and turned their spotlights on the males. As 
the deputies exited their patrol car one male stopped and laid down on the ground 
while two others ran away. One of the males (Subject [EE orabbed his 
waistband and fled the area. Deputy Valencia detained the one on the ground as 
Deputy Molner went in foot pursuit of Subject A The second male who ran 
away was not located. 


Deputy Moiner gave several verbal commands for Subject | sto} 

however, Subject Bc ontinued to run away. As he ran, Subject 

withdrew a revolver from his waistband. Deputy Molner chased Subject for 
approximately 100 yards until Subject EME stopped, spun to his right, and 
pointed his weapon at Deputy Molner. Deputy Molner fired one round from his duty 
weapon from approximately 30 feet away, striking Subject [Min the right hip 
area. Subject a e i to the ground and remained motionless. 


Following the shooting, Deputy Valencia placed the person he was detaining in the 
patrol car and drove to Deputy Moiner's location. Deputy Moiner broadcast the 
shooting and when assistance arrived Subject oo taken into custody and 
his gun (Ruger Blackhawk, .357 Magnum, 6 live hollow point rounds) was recovered. 


Subject Hes transported to UCI Medical Center where he was treated for a 
through-and-through gunshot wound te his hip and internal injuries (rupture to the 
colon) caused by the bullet path. 


out 


On September 11, 2008 the Executive Force Review Committee convened and 
conducted a review regarding the facts of this case. The applicable policies that 
were evaluated by the committee were: MMP §§ 3-01/025.00, Use of Force; 3- 
01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly Force; 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force; 
and 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards. 


Concerning: 


MMP § 3-01/025.00, Use of Force, MMP § 3-01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly 
Force, and MMP § 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force. the Committee determined 
that the force used by Sergeant Bradd Moiner as reasonable and 
necessary and in compliance with Department policy. 


MMP § 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards, the Committee determined that the 
tactics employed by Name in this incident were within Department Policy. 


ZL 


‘Smit , Commander 


Q 


Eric B’ 
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Los Ap~eles County Sheriff's Depe*ment 
Officer Involved Shooting 


Report Date: | 


NORWALK STATI 
incident information: 


1903-0459-055 


[URN: 006. 


Dee: 10/22/06 
City or Station: Nature of Incident: uf 
ity NORWALK DEPUTY-NVOLVED HIT SHOOTING 
\Lccation: MC LARESSA AVE. 
Location Type Lighting (cirefe only one): | Incident Tvpe (circle one or more): initiated by (circle only one) 
(circle one or more) <an> Accidental ‘Arresi Waraih 
Backyard erkness. Call 
Beach Daylight = 
Oher sevan > 
Busines, One Person Unit 
Freeway Street Lights Gun Tate Away one 
Industial +—_—__—_—____————j_ Movina Vehicte Search Warrant 
Park Weather (circle only one): ‘Sniper/Ambush We Parca Unk 
Parking Lot Clear > Startie 
Residence Cloudy Struggle Involved Prior Activity (circle only one). 
Rural Fog Tratfic Stop Detective 
Schoo! Rain Unarmed Person Inmate Transport 
Unintentional Other 
Distance: Vehicle Pursuit Ro atol, 
| Other m 30 FEET Warrant Service 
[Fotal # of Shots Fired by Deputy | Total # of Shots Fired by Suspect | warning Shot 
4 0 PEDESTRIAN STOP Aero Unit? Canine Unit? 
i PP lt ah 5 : Employee: Witnesses <- : Fkapee eae on ane 
Employee # Last Name First Name MI. ShiftType (circle only one): 
_ VALENCIA JOSEPH Regular Gyerin® Off Duty 
Employee Tasi Name First Name Ma |Site (circte onyono) | ShiitType (eirete only one): 
EM Pm__ Day | Regular Overtime _ Off Duty 
TErployee & Tasi Name First Name Mi |Shifttime (circio oniy one) _ | ShiffType (circio only one): 
Regular Overtime Of Dı 


Last Name First Name ——"| Ml Td 


ae ” E Cum 


Last Name i First Name MI. 
Steet Address Ciy Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name MI, 

‘Steet Address i Gly Zip Co Work Ph Home Ph 


y 
PRSE à ` = fares, 
Employee # First Ne (circle one or more). 

pien pene <ai> Witness to shooting 
HARMAN CRAIG Present during shooting Involved in shooting 


Employee # Tast Name First Name Mil_| (circle one or more} 
On Duty 


Witness to shooting 
Present during shooting Involved in shooting 


Employee # ~ flastName First Name 
GONZALEZ 
Watch. Commander: 


Employee # Last Name First Name 
. FETTEROLL DOUGLAS 


PSTDUsé Oniy ` 
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“Rollout Information 
Date Submitted 


10/49/06 4/7108 | 


Employee # lastName DERG FISU ICHAEL M R 
Employee # al Tatran EE FR SCOTT “M G 
Nams 


Employee # TastName First MI 


JENNINGS mam RICKEY 


ur: 


Method Type of Injury Body Part Injured 
swen (OV) Other Weapon: Vohicte is 
{BC) Baton {(Control) {OB} Other Weapon: Blunt Object fa Re GON sven 
(8) Baton (Impact) {00} Other Weapon: Other (Ry Saue AK). Anke 
(BF) Bodily Fluds (PK) Personal Weapon: FeetLeg: (Kick) ©.. Bum AR) Am 
(CN) Canine (PS) Personal Weapon: FeetLeg: (Sweep) (ce). “Complant ot ran (GA). Back, 
(GR) Carotid Restraint (PH) Personal Weapon (Hanaiarm) (CO) Concussion (BT) Buttocks 
(CH) Choke Hold (PP) Personal Weapen (Push) (CH) Death (CH) Chest 
(CT) Control Holds (Contro! Techniques) (PO) Personai Weapon (Other) (0) —_Distocation (EL) Elbow 
(TT) Control Holds:{Team Takedown) (RS) Resistance (0B) Dog Bite {FA) Face 
(TD) Control Holds:(Takedown) (CN) Restraint Device (Capture Nat) (FR) Fractures (FE) Feet 
{CE) Chemical (RH) Restraint Device (Handcuffs) (GS) Gunshot Fly Fingers 
(OC) Chemical agents OC Spray) (3) Device:Hobie (Legs Only) TB) Human ie (0E) Genitals 
(TG) Chemical Agents Tear Gas) ap) Device:Hobble (TARP) QC) Lacerations (GR) Groin 
(EX) Explosives (RE) Restraint Device: REACT Beit (ND) Nere Damage (HD) Hand 
(FH) Firearm (Hanogur) (SP) Sap (0D) Organ Damage (HE) Head 
(FR) Firearm Rie) (SH) Shield (FA) Paralysis ©) Hip 
EA Eaa a an so inn Singer (FW) Puncture Wound (N) intema 
E E S ee ing Do (80) Soft Tissue Damage (KN) Knees 
(FL) Flashight (TR) Taser En Sorne a ee 
‘Other Weapon: Edged i Uncooperative (UN) Unconscious (NK) Nec 
(SH) Shoutder 
(RM) Refused Med Treatment (WR) Wrist 
AK-47 UV) Iver Johnson R) RGI 
(BN) Benefi (JE) Jennings (RO) Rossi ON) NONE 
(BR) Berena (LO) Lorcin (SM) Smith & Wesson 
(BW) Browning (LU) Luger (SR) Sturm Ruger 
(CH) Charter Arns (Ma) Marin SD Sterling Caliber 
(CO) Cott (MO) Mossberg A) Taurus 
(DA) Davis Industries (NC) NClakaSKS (WE) Weatherby CA7 Sm (24) 24Scalber” Cat): r10 guage 
(GL) Glock (NA) North American (WN) Winchester (40; 10mm {25) 25 caliber (44) A4 calibor 
(HA) Harington & Richardson (NO) Norinco (US) US Government (12; 12quage (80) 308catber (45) 46 caliber 
(HD Hi Standard (RA) Raven (YY) Handmade (Inmate) (20, 20 quage (36) -387 caliber (50) 50mm 
(HK) H&K (RM) Remington QX) Homemade (Noninmate) |21 22-250 28). 20 20, abar] Sng 
fy hea (RO) RE (2) Ohor Brand (22) 22 caliber (38) 38caliber (WW) Other caliber 


{23} 223caliber = (40) 40 caliber 


FORCE APPLIED (one code per block) 


Authorized | Authorized 


Used By | Used Against | Method Brand ; Caliber on Type of Injury | Body Part 
(E#ors# | (E#orS#) | (Code) | (Code) | (Code) SN a INTO (Code) (Code) 
S1 E1 FH SR 35 NN 
E1 31 FH BR 9 | Y Y GS AD 
f 
T 


ai 
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7 | Employee Last Name : First Name = MLL 
E MOLNER BRADD 
Sex Race Rank Unit Assignment: [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, eic) 
M wW DEPUTY SHERIFF| CPT (OCC @ NWK} 45X 
SMit Time (circle only oney | Shiftlype [elrele only one} > 0 Sabeanee Uses: 
eh Day peta Ot Duty | toxication/Drug Usage 
Hospital Admisson? Hospital Name: AER o Coroner Case # Sani? K 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty, [iothing (ercre onty onay ‘Other Factors: 
Plain Cloines no Vest Raid Jacket wf Ves! 
Age’ Heght ‘Weight Piain Cotes w/ Vest Unifom no Vest 
6-01 220 Raid Jacket no Vost Urifonn wi Vost 
Range Qualification Date PPC Qualification Date : 3 
9 8/17/06 5121/04 Laser Training Date: 7/3103 
Certiied with Weape Patro! Certification? C Prior Shootings? x Number Of Prior q [Ovected Force: 
Used? Shootings: 
‘Weapons Fired Caliber # Shots apons Fired Caliber # Shots 
Brand: BERETTA MM 4 Brand 
Fiela Training OmcerEmp hh oo o First Name ee] a 
Field Training Officer Emp # TastName First Name A 
Employee # Last Name First Name Mi 
Sex: Race: Rank i Assignment Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.): 
[Shiktime (circo only eney | StifiT ype (circle only one} Substance Used 
` 2 
EM PM Day | Regular Overtime OrDuty | 'Moxication/Drug Usage’ E 
T Case # 
Hospital Admission? Heepital Nam Coroner Case? ["] reas Interviewed? [C] 
Hrs of steep prior to shooiing:| Duly Tine (hrs) [Clothing (cirese onty one: Other Factors; 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vas! 
age: Hegt ‘Weight Piain Clothes w/ Vest Unvform ne Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform wi Vest 
Range Qualification Date: PPC Qualification Date: Laser Training Date: 
Cantified with Weapon] Patrol Certification? Certification Unit ‘Shootngs? of Prior Directed Fo 
Used? hootings: 
Weapons Fired Caliber # Shots Weapons Fired Caliber # Shots 
Brand: Brand: 
Fietd Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Md. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name tan 
E | Smpbyee # Last Name First Name ML 
Sex: Race: Rank ‘Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.) 
ShiftTime (circle only ene). | ShiftT¥pe (circle only one} 2 Ly [Sesame Usea 
E! Pm _ Day | Reguiar Overtime Off Duty | 'oxsaton/Dvua Usage 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? [C] Coroner Case # daniel? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs): [Clothing (circte only one} ‘Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Age: Heght: Weight Plain Clothes w/ Vest  Unifom no Vest 
Raid Jacketno Vest Unfom wi Vest 
Range Qualification Date PPC Qualifcaton Date Laser Training Date: 
Certiied with Weapon Patro! Certfication? Certification Unit: Prior Shootings? Number of Prior Directed Force: 
Used? ‘Shootings: 
‘Weapons Fired Caliber # Shots ‘Weapons Fired Caliber ¥ Shots 
Brand: Brand: 
Field Training Officer Emp # LastName FirstName M. 
Field Training Officer Emp # LastName Firat Name Ma 
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Suspect information 


AKA Last Name First tame MI. 


Sex Race: treat Adare Gi Zip; 
M H za a? a | 
‘Work Pha: Home i] Social Security = Driver's License mA 


Age: DOB. Height Fale cue 
7 ee P| i 
Booking Primary Charge’ Secondary Charge: 
== 245(D\(1) PC 


Coroner Case # 
Coroner Case? G | Inioxication/Drug Usage? 
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Substance Used 


Ameo? DK) Apprehended? D) Mentel Iliness? Criminal i i 
Vehicle Make Model: Year: 
N/A 
5 [bast name Fist Rame Mt 
AKA Last Name First Name E MI. 
Sex Race: [Steet Address: a i City State & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Driver's License #: 
Age: DOB Height Weight: FBI# CE 
Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 


‘Coroner Case # ‘Substance Used 
Coroner Case? intoxication/Ovug Usage? [ ] 


Amea? [| Apprenengec? [_] Mentai tines? [_] Criminal History? 
Venicle Make Model: Year: 

Last Name First Name MI, 
AKA Last Name First Name j ML 
Sex Race, Sreet Address ~ City tate & Zip Code 
‘Work Phone: Home Phone ‘Social Security # Driver's License # 

Age DOB Height Weight Fie cnt 

Booking # Primary Charge: Secandary Charge: 

Guroner Caeo? [C] Coroner Case # intoxicaton/Orup Usage? [7] | Substance Used 

Armed? (i Apprehended? ‘Mental Iliness? ‘Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Model Year 

Last Name FirstName MLL 
AKA Last Name FirstName MI 
Se Race: Street Address: City Stale & Zip Code: 
‘Work Phone: Home Phone: ‘Social Security #: Driver's License # 

Age DOB Height: Weight rae CE 

Booking 7 Primary Charge ‘Secondary Charge: 

Coroner Case? R SAAS Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance Used: 

Amed? Apprehended? Mental iness? |_] Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Model: Year: 
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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 
DEPUTY-INVOLVED HIT SHOOTING 
IAB SH2182232 

URN 406-19073-0459-055 


On Thursday, October 19, 2006, Sergeants Michael Berg and Scott Hill of the Internal 
Affairs Bureau responded to Norwalk Station regarding a deputy-involved hit shooting. 
Internal Affairs Bureau Lieutenant Rickey Jennings also responded. 


Deputies Molner and Valencia of Compton Station were working a PM shift overtime 
assignmentat Norwalk Station. At approximately 2050 hours, they noticed three males exit 
Ramona Park. The males walked diagonally across Mapledale Street from the south curb 
toward the northeast corner of Mapledale and Claressa Avenue. Both deputies were 
aware of gang activity in the area and a prior carjacking that night. 


The deputies stopped their patrol car facing the norheast corner of Mapledale and 
Claressa, and they turned their spotlights on the males. As the deputies exited their patrol 
car, one male (Suspect flerabbec his waistband and ran north on Claressa. One 
male stopped and laid down on the ground while the other fled the area. Deputy Valencia 
detained one suspect as Deputy Molner went in foot pursuit of the fleeing 


Molner gave several verbal commands (or Ro stop. As) 
a revolver from his waistband with his lefthand_ Molnerciased 


100 yards to the sidewalk in front of 
location, spun to his right and brought his weapon toward Molner, who was behind and to 
the left of in the street. Molner fired one round from his duty weapon from 
approximately 30 feet away, striking in the right hip area. a to the 
ground and remained motionless. 


As Valencia detained and handcuffed a suspect at the corner by the patrol car, he heard 
one gunshot. He estimated 10-15 seconds had elapsed since Molner began chasing the 
suspect. Valencia placed the suspect in the patrol car and drove to Molner’s location in 
4-5 seconds. Molner made a radio broadcast of the shooting. When backup arrived 20-30 
seconds later, Moiner and Valencia approached and handcuffed the suspect, recovering 
a loaded revoiver. 


Paramedics were summoned and arrived. | ss transported to UCI Medical 
Center where he was treated for a through-and-through gunshot wound to his hip. 


Deputy Rafter from the Force Training Unit and Lieutenant Shaun Mathers of the Civil 
Litigation Unit also responded to the incident. 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY -1- $H2182232 


JAB Lieutenant Jennings checked to see that the Watch Commander, Lt. Fetteroll, took 
reasonable steps to ensure that the involved and witness personnel did not discuss the 
incident among themselves or with uninvolved persons prior to being interviewed by the 
assigned investigators, and that the involved and witness personnel did not collectively 
consult with their attorney or representative. In addition, AB Lieutenant Jennings checked 
to see if the watch commander attempted to have involved and witness personnel gather 
in the company of a supervisor until they have proviced a statement to the assigned 
investigators. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 


MOLNER, Bradd, Deputy -A 
Field Operations Region I! 
Compton Station 


EMPLOYEE WORK HISTORY: 


MOLNER, Bradd 

Date of Employment 05/20/90 
Date assigned to Patrol 

Completed Patrol Training 

Prior Shooting Incident(s) 1 


Prior Founded Force Incidents | | 


SUSPECT: 


has been 


Refer to the CCHRS, RAPS and JAI printouts included under the Exhibit A, 
pages 43-52. 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY -2- $H2182232 


WITNESSES: 


Sworn: 


VALENCIA, Joseph, Deputy 
Field Operations Region |! 


Compton Station 


Civilian: 
MH/15 
Ph#- 


IAB Note: A canvass of the shooting scenes was conducted. Over 40 
residents were contacted, while numerous other residences had no persons 
athome. None ofthe witnesses offered any substantial information. Most of 
the witnesses heard gunshots, but did not see anything and could not identify 
who fired the rounds. Refer to the supplementary reports under Exhibit A, 
pages 9-16, for the witnesses’ statements and information. 


INJURIES: 


= = wound to the right hip, exit wound 3 inches left of the navel (through- 


and-through, non-fatal). 


Suspect HE ws treated at the scene by paramedics from L.A. County Fire 
Department and transported via ambulance to University of California Irvine Medical Center 
in Orange. He was treated in the Emergency Room by Dr. Dolich and Dr. Gelfand. Dr. 
Dolich confirmed the suspect sustained two small gunshot wounds as described above 
(entry and exit wounds). Dr. Dolich added that the suspect sustained internal injuries in 
the form of a rupture to the colon, caused by the bullet path. Dr. Dolich reported the 
suspect to be in stable condition. 


No deputies were injured. 
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: 


Refer to the Homicide Book, Exhibit A, p. 23-28 for Physical Evidence gathered at the 
crime scene(s) and processed by the Crime Lab. The Crime Lab report and crime scene 
sketches are located in pages 35-41 of the same exhibit. Refer to photographs of the 
crime scene and evidence (Exhibit C). 


INVESTIGATOR OBSERVATIONS: 


The physical evidence at the shooting scene (positions of the deputy’s shell casing, 
position of the suspect, the suspect's gun, and evidence recovered at the scene) appears 
to be consistent with the deputies’ versions of the events. Refer to the Homicide Book 
(Exhibit A, p. 23-28) for additional scene observations. Also, refer to Exhibit C for 
photographs of the scene. 


A review of radio traffic from both the dispatch and |.-tac frequencies revealed there was 
no radio broadcast of the foot pursuit. The initial radio broadcast over Dispatch 13 
occurred at 2051 hours regarding a 998 (deputy-involved shooting). 


WEAPONS USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 


Deputy Moiner, Bradd 

Departmental-issued service firearm; Beretta 92F, 9mm, serial ms o o ë 4 
round of duty issue 9mm ammunition fired. Molner carried his weapon with 15 
rounds in the magazine and one in the chamber. Following the shooting, he had 14 
rounds in his magazine, and one in the chamber. Deputy Moiner’s round was 
accounted for and located (Evidence Item #3) . Moiner was approximately 30 feet 
from the suspect when he fired. Refer to the Crime Lab examination of Molner's 
weapon (Exhibit A, lab receipt J814115). 


WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECT: 


Suspect I soc a Ruger, New Model Blackhawk, .357 Magnum caliber, six-shot, 
single action revolver; serial a -ic with 6 live 357 Magnum copper-jacketed 
hollow point cartridges. The suspect removed his weapon from his waistband The revolver 
was located and recovered lying on the sidewalk by the suspect's position. Refer to 
Evidence item # 2, Exhibit A, pages 23-28, 35-37, lab receipt J814113. There were no 
fired rounds.Refer to photos in Exhibit C. 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY -4- $H2182232 


PROPERTY DAMAGE: 


No department or private property was damaged. Lieutenant Shaun Mathers and Deputy 
Greg McKnight of Civil Litigation responded to the scene. 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR and CHARGES FILED: 


Investigators Name Detective Paul Fournier (Homicide) 
Court Bellflower 
Charges Filed 245(d)(1) PC/ 12025(a) PC/ 12031 
(a) PC 
Court Date None-Case Dispositioned 
Case Number VAQ97874 
Suspect charges in this incident were combined with another case in which he 
was a The case was adjudicated on 03/29/07. BA 2 < 


convicted of 215(a) PC, Carjacking, and sentenced to 16 years in state prison; additionally, 
he was convicted of 417.8 PC (Draw Firearm on Peace Officer with Intent to Resist Arrest) 
and sentenced to two years in state prison. As part of a plea agreement, the charges of 
245(a)(1) PC (Assault with a Deadly Weapon on a Peace Officer) and 664/211 PC 
(Attempted Robbery) were dismissed. 


LIGHTING OR WEATHER CONDITIONS: 


The weather was cloudy, cool, and dark at the time of the shooting (approximately 2053 
hours). 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEES STATEMENTS: 
Deputy Molner, Bradd 


Deputy Molner was working a uniformed, marked patrol car with his partner, Deputy 
Valencia. Moiner wore a Class B uniform and his Sam Browne gunbelt. Valencia and 
Molner, both assigned to Compton Station at the time, were working a PM overtime shift 
at Norwak Station. 


Valencia and Moiner were driving eastbound on Mapledale Street while “blacked out “(no 
headlights). They saw three males walk out of the park on the south side of Mapledale and 
cross the street diagonally toward the northeast corner of Mapledale and Claressa Avenue. 
Molner was aware of gang problems in the area, including shootings, and knew they were 
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ina“Carmelas” gang. Molner had worked Norwalk Station approximately 6 years prior to 
the shooting. Molner was the driver of the patrol car. 


Molner and Valencia decided to “hit them with their lights (spotlights/neadlights) to see the 
males’ reaction. Molner stopped the car as they faced the northeast corner of Mapledale 
and Claressa. Molner saw Suspect look directly at the patrol car, hesitate for a 
second with a shocked look on his face, then run north on Claressa. As MAMME :uned 
to his right to run, his left hand immediately went to his waistband. Based on Molner’s 
experience, he believed |S concealing and/or holding a gun. 


Motner immediately ran after the suspect. He said there was no communication with 
Valencia prior to chasing M Molner recalled he might have said, “417" (man with 
a gun), to Valencia. Molner saw Valencia call the other two suspects over to the patrol car 
and believed at least one of the suspects was complying. Molner chased the suspect while 
holding his gun in his right hand and his flashlight in his left hand. 


Molner had worked with Valencia off and on for a couple of years. They had an 
understanding that if there was a foot pursuit, Molner would chase the suspect and 
Valencia would follow in the patrol car. As Molner chased the suspect, he believed 
Valencia was on the passenger's side of the patrol car by the hood. Molner believed 
Valencia was watching him. 


Molner was chasing OOO the east sidewalk of Claressa until he saw the suspect 
remove a handgun from his waist with his left hand. At that point, Molner moved into the 
middle of the street. He believed it was a tactically improved position since it was in the 
suspect's “blind spot” to the rear and left of the suspect. Molner estimated he was 30-40 
feet behind the suspect as they ran. 


Molner believed he chased the suspect for approximately 60 yards and between 8-9 
seconds. He did not make a foot pursuit broadcast. Molner considered making a foot 
pursuit broadcast but had his flashlight in his left hand. He debated putting his flashlight 
away and getting on the radio but he believed it was more important to keep the suspect 
illuminated. Molner expected the suspect to stop running and go into one of the yards at 
the residences along the east side of Claressa. Molner would have put his light away at 
that point and made a broadcast. He also had made a decision that if the suspect made 
it to the corner at Pontlavoy Avenue (farther north on Cleressa), he would stop and initiate 
a containment via the radio. Moiner stated he was familiar with the foot pursuit policy 


Molner felt that if he could get to a place on the street where the lighting was improved and 
there was good cover, it would be a safe place to put his flashlight away and make a 
broadcast. Molner noted there was some cover behind parked cars or fences, but he did 
not recognize any immediate cover because his primary focus was on the suspect. 


Molner yelied several times for the suspect to stop. Molner told the suspect that he would 
catch him. Moiner believed his statement would encourage the suspect to stop and the 
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strategy had worked for him before. 


Moiner believed setting up a containment in lieu of a foot pursuit would have been an 
unsuccessful tactic because the area was huge and the suspect did not commit to entering 
a yard. 


Molner said he treated his foot pursuit as a one-man foot pursuit. He would not have tried 
to tackle ihe suspect or follow nim over barriers. Molner also said he was familiar with the 
single man foot pursuit policy. During the foot pursuit, Molner was hopeful that the suspect 
would stop. Once Molner saw the gun, he was intent on apprehending the suspect. 
Molner was not trying to close the distance or tackle the suspect 


As the suspect came to fae x all he stopped and turned to his right. At first, 
Molner believed the suspect was going to jump the fence into the yard at that location. The 
suspect continued to spin around and Molner saw the suspect's gun coming toward him. 
Molner saw the gun coming at himself and recalled the laser on his gun. Molner thought 
the suspect believed he was directly behind the suspect. Molner thought the suspect 
expected him to be behind him, but Molner was off to the suspect's left in the middle of the 
street. Molner recalled seeing the suspect holding a big, dark revolver. Molner fired one 
round from his weapon at that time. Molner fired one-handed. Molner did not remember 
the exact details but recalled seeing the threat and firing his weapon. Molner estimated 
he was 30 feet from the suspect when he fired. 


At the moment of the shooting, Molner did not remember thinking anything about his 
backdrop. Molner knew that there was a fence and scme houses for his backdrop and 
knew there was no one outside. 


When the suspect was lying on the ground, Molner took cover behind the parked car (next 
to the suspect). He moved to cover after he fired. Molner did not consider firing additional 
rounds because the suspect dropped to the ground in an instant. Molner thought he shot 
the suspect in the head based on the way the suspect fell from the first shot. The suspect 
fell with his legs curled up beneath himself and his heac turned to the right. The gun and 
the suspect's hands were also beneath him. 


Immediately after the shooting, Molner made a radio broadcast of the shooting. Within 4-5 
seconds of the shooting, Valencia arrived in their patrol car. Molner believed Norwalk 


Deputy Healey arrived within 20-30 seconds of Molner’s broadcast „Deputy Heale 
covered Valencia and Moiner while they approached and handcuffed Pace ev gl 
showed the deputies his hands and told them the gun was beneath him. 


For additional detail, refer to the Involved Employee Statements section for verbatim 
transcripts of Molner’s interviews with IAB and Homicide. 
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WITNESS STATEMENTS: 


Civilian Witnesses 


2; taking a walk through his neighborhood on his way to get something to eat. 
He came across two young males and walked with them. He knew one of the males as 
— ae did not know the other male. When they got to 
Claressa Avenue, a police car drove up behind them and turned its spotlights on the boys. 
land the unknown male ran in separate directions with Wino north on Claressa. 


The deputies tol [ko eton the ground and he complied. One deputy ran after 
One deputy remained with! After approximately 10-15 seconds M 

heard a single gunshot. The deputy with| ‘alencia) started to run for about 8-10 

feet, stopped, then came back and handcuffed The deputy then put} 

in the patrol car and drove to the location where the shooting occurred. id not 

see who fired the round. [IEEE not hear the deputy say anything while chasing [i 


When the deputy arrived at the scene a few seconds later, saw 
a deputy talking on the radio. The two deputies then handcuffed ho was lying on the 
ground. 


was unaware [rad a gun and did not see [display a gun prior to the 
shooting 


Deputy Witnesses 
Deputy Valencia, Joseph 


Deputy Valencia was working a uniformed, marked patrol car with his partner, Deputy 
Molner. Valencia wore a green Sheriffs polo shirt with shoulder patches and a cloth 
badge, and also wore a green Sheriff's protective vesi marked with a cloth badge and 
Sheriff's insignia over his polo shirt. Valencia also wore blue jeans and his Sam Browne 
gunbelt. Valencia and Molner, both assigned to Compton Station at the time, were working 
a PM overtime shift at Norwalk Station. 


Valencia and Molner were driving eastbound on Mapledale Street approaching Claressa 
Avenue when they saw three males dressed in black waiking across Mapledale from south 
to north. Valencia said he and his partner were aware of gang problems in the area and 
were advised about a carjacking which had occurred earlier that evening. Valencia knew 
Molner was familiar with the area since Molner had worked Norwalk before. When the 
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deputies turned their vehicle’s spotlights on the males, the male farthest to the north 
(Suspect PERS his waist and ran north on Claressa. 


The deputies stopped their vehicle pointed at the northeast corner of Claressa_ and 
Mapledale and exited their car. Valencia ordered one of the males to 
stop. D -i down on the ground at the northeast corner of Mapledale and 
Claressa. Valencia moved toward the suspect to search and detain him. Deputy Molner 
exited the car and immediately chased after the suspect who ran north on Claressa. The 
third suspect fled and was not seen or located. 


Valencia had worked with Molner before and believed they had an understanding of what 
they would do when contacting suspects. Based on Suspect HE actions and 
Valencia’s experience, Valencia believed was securing a weapon in his 
waistband so he could run. Valencia yelled, “Gun,” to his partner. 


Valencia described that in past similar situations, either both partners would chase a 
suspect on foot, or--if one partner engaged in a foot pursuit--the other partner would follow 
in the patrol car. Valencia’s intentions were to detain and secure his suspect 

then drive_after his partner. Valencia_estimated it took him ten seconds to detain and 
— | While detaining alencia heard a single gunshot. He 
believed the shot came from Molner. 


Valencia did not consider running with Moiner because he did not know if his suspect was 
armed and did not want to be flanked to the rear. 


Valencia recalled that Molner was running with his flashlight and gun in his hands. As 
Molner ran, Valencia distinctly heard him yell “Drop the gun” twice. As Valencia dealt with 
his suspect, he also maintained a visual on Molner. Valencia saw Molner running north in 
the middle of the street (Claressa). Valencia believed it was easy to track Molner because 
he could see Molner’s flashlight beam. The suspect ran along the east sidewalk of 
Claressa, As Moliner chased the suspect, he was offsetto the left and rear of the suspect. 


Valencia said Molner never made a foot pursuit broadcast. Valencia estimated that from 
the time Molner initiated the foot pursuit until Valencia heard the gunshot was 8-10 
seconds. Valencia was placing the suspect into the patrol car when he heard the gunshot. 
Valencia immediately drove to Molners location, north on Claressa, which took 
approximately five seconds. Valencia estimated the distance from the patrol car's initial 
stop to Molner’s location was 200 feet. 


Valencia did not see the shooting. He noted that there were no persons on the street at 
the time of the shooting. 


Valencia noted there was available cover on both the east and west curblines of Claressa 
from parked vehicles. Valencia did not engage in a foot pursuit at anytime and absolutely 
believed his partner's actions were safe. 
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Valencia stopped the patrol car in the middle of the street in front of 

Molner was offset south and west of the suspect in the middle of the street, holding the 
suspect at gunpoint. The suspect was lying on the sidewalk. Molner was making a “998" 
broadcast. Valencia and Molner discussed the locatior. of the suspect's gun and how to 
approach the suspect. A Norwalk patrol deputy arrived and held the suspect at gunpoint 
while Moiner and Valencia approached and handcuffed the suspect. Valencia did not 
recall the exact approach or if there was available cover. Valencia recalled the gun was 
underneath the suspect. 


Valencia considered making a foot pursuit broadcast for Molner but believed it is always 
better to the have the individual engaged in the foot pursuit make the broadcast. 


For additional detail, refer to the Witness Statements section for verbatim transcripts of 
Valencia’s interviews with IAB and Homicide. 


SUSPECT’S STATEMENT: 


as interviewed by Homicide detectives while hospitalized at U.C. irvine 
Medical Center. 


was walking out of ‘ss 
(MH/17, land ee Witness interview). 


IAB Note: Homicide did not interview | oy provide any contact 
information for him. 


As he leftthe park, a suspicious vehicle passed by the group on Mapiedale Street. As they 
continued to walk, another car drove up behind the group. EE it might be 
the same car and believed it might contain persons unfriendly to him. BEE- :2e< to 
run north on Claressa Avenue. 


Asi- ne had a gun in his waistband. [tried to tighten his belt so the 
gun would not fall out of his pants. As he turned around, he saw someone wearing green 
pants or a green shirt and realized a Sheriff was chasing him. He also saw a laser on him. 
Approximately a second later, he was shot. 


HR oucht he might have stopped for a second when he was shot but was not sure. 


He thought he might have turned around, thus explaining the gunshot wound to his right 
hip. 
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IAB Note: 0 van on the east sidewalk of Claressa Avenue. Deputy 


Molner was in the street approximately 30 feet behind and to 
loft. Molner shot EEE rough his right hip and the bullet 
exited near pave. 


Ma: he never took the gun out of his waistband. He believed the deputy might 
ave thought he was removing his gun, but he only was ‘messing with his belt’ to keep the 


un from falling out of his pants leg. MGc not intend to shoot at the deputy. When 
was shot, his gun fell into his pants, down through his pants leg, then hit the 
ground. believed he “messed up.” 


laimed he possessed the gun for about one week, and claimed he found the gun 
fully loaded inside of a dumpster. 


MISCELLANEOUS SECTION: 


None 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
BUREAU OF FRAUD AND CORRUPTION PROSECUTIONS 
JUSTICE SYSTEM INTEGRITY DIVISION 


STEVE COOLEY e District Attorney JANICE L. MAURIZI » Director 
JOHN K. SPILLANE e Chief Deputy District Attorney 
CURTIS A. HAZELL e Assistant District Attorney 


December 3, 2007 


Captain James B. Curtis 

Homicide Bureau 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, CA 90040 


Re: JS.LD. File # 06-0658 
LASD File # 406-19073-0459-055 


Dear Captain Curtis: 


completed its review of the October 19, 2006, non-fatal shooting of | y Los 


Angeles County Sheriff's Deputy Bradd Molner. It is our conclusion that the Deputy Molner 
acted in lawful self-defense. 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District ad Office has 


The following analysis is based on reports submitted to our office on September 12, 2007, by 
Detective Paul Fournier of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD), Detective 
Division ~ Homicide Bureau. The District Attomey’s Command Center was notified of this 
shooting on October 19, 2006 at approximately 9:30 p.m. The District Attorney Response Team, 
comprised of Deputy District Attorney Tal Kabana and District Attorney Senior Investigator 

rr and were given a briefing and walk-through of the scene by 
Lieutenants Debra Lenhart and Albert Grotefend, respectfully. No departmentally compelled 
statements were considered in this analysis. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On October 19, 2006 at approximately 8:53 p.m., Deputy Bradd Malner, the driver, and his 
passenger, Deputy Joseph Valencia, were in their marked patrol vehicle eastbound on Mapledale 
Street approaching Claressa Avenue in the City of Norwalk. They observed three males walking 
north on Mapledale Avenue. One of those males was 17 year-old The deputies 
illuminated the three males with their vehicle spotlights. Immediately, ran northbound, 
putting his left hand inside his waistband as he fled. 
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Both deputies exited their car, Almost immediat uty Valencia detained one of the males, 
later identified as 15 — ae Molner chased from 
eastbound Mapledale Street to northbound Claressa Avenue. As he pursued Deputy 


Molner held his flashlight in his left hand and his de artmentally-issued Beretta 9mm handgun in 
his right hand. Deputy Molner, believing nat B 


possessed either a firearm ontraband, 
ordered [EE co “stop” and “drop it.” Ignoring the ceputy’s commands, llil-ontinwec 
to flee and removed a handgun from his waistband with his left hand. Deputy Molner ordered 
to “drop the gun.” id not relinquish his weapon. Rather, he turned to his 


right and pointed his handgun at Deputy Molner. In response, Deputy Molner fired one round at 
ee immediately fell to the ground, 


Deputy Molner took a position of cover, initiated a cri 
waited for Deputy Valencia to arrive at his locat: nce assistance arrived, Deputy Moiner 
and Deputy Valencia approached told them that he was lying on his 
handgun. As > Valencia handcuffed jhe observed the butt of a handgun 


protruding from aistband. Deputy Valencia removed the firearm and left it in the 
immediate area. 


me broadcast, requested assistance, and 


handgun was recovered and examined. The handgun was a fully loaded black .357 
caliber 6 shot single action revolver. 


Deputy Molner’s semiautomatic 9mm Beretta was examined by Firearms Examiner Manuel 
Munoz. The firearm was test fired and found to be functional. Exactly one round had been 
discharged from Deputy Molner’s firearm. 


vas interviewed. [EM was unable to see the shooting from his 
location, but did hear one shot fired. He later saw HB ying on the sidewalk. 


After waiving his Miranda rights, FR was interviewed at U.C.I. Medical Center. He told 
investigators that as he ran from Deputy Moliner, he tightened his belt around the .357 caliber 
revolver that was in his waistband. ‘Although gills that he removed the handgun or 
pointed it at the deputy, he did tell investigators that Deputy Molner probably thought he had a 
gun when he was fixing his belt 


injury was a through-and-through gunshot wound. The bullet entered just above 

right hip and exited approximately three inches left of his belly button. This bullet 
path is consistent with Deputy Molner’s recollection that M oci to his right just prior to 
the deputy firing his weapon. 


The District Attomey’s Office charge IT is violation Penal Code Section 245(d)(1), 
assault upon a peace officer, in case number VA097874, That case is currently set for jury trial 
on December 13, 2007 in Department Southeast “S.” 


' The third individual was never apprehended. 
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CONCLUSION 


According to the law in California, a person acted in lawful self-defense or defense of another if 
(1) he reasonably believed that he or someone else was in imminent danger of being killed or 
suffering great bodily injury and (2) he reasonably believed that the immediate use of deadly 
force was necessary to defend against that danger. CALCRIM 505. 


In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes reasonably 
necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or similar circumstances, 
to be necessary to prevent the injury which appears to be imminent. CALCRIM 5.30 and 5.32. 


The “reasonableness” of a particular use of force must be judged from the perspective ofa 
reasonable officer on the scene, rather than the 20/20 vision of hindsight... The calculus of 
reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that police officers are often forced to make 
split-second judgments—in circumstances that are tense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving—about 
the amount of force that is necessary in a particular situation. Graham v. Conner (1989) 490 
US. 386, 396-397. 


The evidence examined in this investigation shows that R: the deputies in a 
foot pursuit and ignored Deputy Molner’s commands to stop and drop the weapon. Instead, he 


pointed a loaded firearm at Deputy Molner. Fearing for his life, Deputy Molner fired one round 
at Es vicing the stomach area. 


We conclude that Deputy Molner was placed in reasonable fear of imminent danger of death or 
great bodily injury b actions and acted lawfully in self-defense when he used 
deadly force against We are therefore closing our file and will take no further action in 
this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


STEVE COOLEY 
District Attomey 


By u 


Amy Pellman Pentz 
Deputy District Attorney 
(213) 974-3888 


c: Deputy Bradd Moiner F O | 


